David Edward Downey

December 6, 1930 - May 1, 2018

David Edward Downey was born December 6, 1930 to the parents of Glenn
and Gladys Downey (Nee Fildes) in Joliet, IL.

David was the youngest of three children, older brothers were Glenn and
Gerald.

David attended Culbertson Grade School, where he was in the Elementary
School marching band. He attended Washington Jr. High and graduated from
Joliet Central High School in 1948, at age 17, in three and a half years; where
he was in the National Honor Society. In high school, at the age of 16, David
preached his first sermon, on the 10 lepers, at the Morning Star Mission in
Joliet.

Also in High School, David met his wife to be, Ruth Frey, in typing class. He
married his high school sweetheart on August 28, 1949, which would be 69
yrs. ago in August. She was a great servant of the Lord and has gone on to
her reward in heaven. He went on to Cincinnati bible Seminary, and graduated
with Bachelor’s Degree, a 4 year ministerial degree. He was ordained a
minister on December 21, 1952. David attained his 65th ordination
anniversary last Dec. 21, 2017.

After graduation from College, and some ministries, he returned to Joliet and
worked at American Steel and Wire Mill, and held numerous part-time jobs.
He was looking to raise enough money to start the Forest Park Church. It
opened in 1957, under the N.T.N.E. Committee of First Christian Church of
Joliet, IL. His home church.



In the 1960’s David was voted “Man of the Year” by the Chicago District
Evangelist Association/ Ignite.

David has preached the gospel not only in Joliet, but also in the Chicago area
at Paxton Ave. & Morgan Park churches; and in Southern IL, Indiana,
Missouri, and Kentucky.

In the 1990’s, David received a “Distinguished Service Award” from Joliet
Junior College. This was for encouraging many to achieve a higher education,
in particular in Bible Colleges, and for them to live productive and exemplary
lives. Thousands of lives have been touched through his ministries since he
began the N.T.N.E. work with a vacation Bible school at the Joliet Eliza Kelly
School.

David retired from his mission work with New Testament Negro Evangelism
after 58 years of service, in 2015, at the age of 84. No one knows how great
the continuing impact of this one man will be in the coming decades, from the
many souls that he converted to Christ. His efforts will not be forgotten by
many families in the Joliet, IL and Chicago, IL areas and elsewhere. Many of
which are in leadership, ministry or church involvement and community
outreach where they are today. He has been a great servant of the Lord.
David and Ruth were blessed with six children, four daughters and two sons.
Four are living and two deceased. David has 13 grandchildren, 20 great
grandchildren and 2 great, great grandchildren. His children are Joyce Mitchell
of Martin, KY (Gary); Mary Lirot of Joliet, IL (Bob); Darlene Christenson of
Virginia Beach, Virginia (Steve); David S. Downey (deceased); Phillip Downey
of Minooka, IL (Jackie); and Chris Walton (deceased) of Joliet, IL (Donny). He
is survived by his wife, Margaret Mae Richardson, also a great servant of the
Lord.

At his passing David was 87 years old. He was a loving Christian husband,
father, grandfather, great grandfather and great, great grandfather. He has
served the Lord well. God rest his soul.



Cemetery Details

Woodlawn Memorial Park |

West Jefferson Street
Joliet, IL

Previous Events
Visitation

MAY 6. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Delgado Funeral Chapel
400 Landau Ave.

Joliet, IL 60432

(815) 774-9220
delgadofunerals@gmail.com
https://DelgadoFunerals.com

Visitation

MAY 7. 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Delgado Funeral Chapel
400 Landau Ave.

Joliet, IL 60432

(815) 774-9220
delgadofunerals@gmail.com
https://DelgadoFunerals.com
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Funeral Services

MAY 7. 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM (CT)

Delgado Funeral Chapel
400 Landau Ave.

Joliet, IL 60432

(815) 774-9220
delgadofunerals@gmail.com
https://DelgadoFunerals.com

Graveside Burial

MAY 7.2:00 PM - 2:30 PM (CT)

Woodlawn Memorial Park |
West Jefferson Street
Joliet, IL
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Tribute Wall

Delgado Funeral Home created a Webcast in memory of David
Edward Downey

Delgado Funeral Chapel - May 06, 2018 at 07:16 PM

Delgado Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of David
Edward Downey

Delgado Funeral Chapel - May 06, 2018 at 05:59 PM

David Edward Downey

January 28, 2023 at 11:56 AM



93 files added to the album Life Tributes

Delgado Funeral Chapel - May 06, 2018 at 04:43 PM

Margaret purchased the Enduring Grace for the
family of David Edward Downey.

Margaret - May 03, 2018 at 06:04 PM

I am so grateful that he touched my life. May our loving God comfort
your family just now.

With love,

Lola Mitchell

Lola Mitchell - May 03, 2018 at 12:37 PM
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I am sorry for your loss. Thinking of you all as you mourn and grieve
this loss. You are in my thoughts and prayers on this National Day
of Prayer. "Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than
all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within
us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and ever! Amen." (Eph. 3:20-21) May this God
work within you to do immeasurably more than you can imagine.
Sending my love, Melba Groves

Melba Groves - May 03, 2018 at 09:13 AM

Serene Reflections Bouquet was purchased for i "
the family of David Edward Downey.

May 02, 2018 at 05:49 PM

My heart is sadden to hear of Dave's transition. | will always
remember him as a teacher of God's word. Be comforted in know
he did God's will. My deepest condolence to the family of David
Downey "the Teacher" Respectfully submitted Dr. Brenda Roland
JJC

Brenda Roland - May 02, 2018 at 12:30 PM
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